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Dear Sir: 



Claims 1-65 are pending in the instant application. The Examiner has concluded 
that restriction to one of the following five groups is necessary: 

I. Claims 1-24, drawn to thermosensitive polymers containing at least one of 
magnetic or metallic colloids. 



1 



n. Claims 25-45 and 48-62, drawn to a process for the production of 
thermosensitive polymers. 

in. Claims 43, 46, 63 and 64, drawn to a process for the release of active 

agents from active-agent containing particles of thermosensitive polymers 
using a magnetic altemating field for magnetic induction. 

IV. Claims 44 and 47, drawn to a process for changing a physical structure of 
thermosensitive polymers. 

V, Claim 65, drawn to a use of thermosensitive polymers as a contrast- 
intensifying media in NMR diagnostics. 

The Examiner is requiring that the applicant elect a single disclosed species for 
prosecution on the merits to which the claims shall be restricted if no generic claim is 
finally held to be allowable. 

Applicant respectfiiUy objects to the conclusion of the Examiner, with traverse. It 
is the applicant's opinion that all the groups include a single inventive idea. More 
particularly, independent claim 1 recites a thermosensitive polymer containing at least 
one magnetic or metallic colloid, independent claim 25 recites a process for the 
production of thermosensitive polymers in accordance with claim 1 and independent 
claim 26 recites a process for the production of thermosensitive polymers according to 
claim 1 and comprising a variety of steps. Independent claim 43 recites a process for the 
release of active agents from active agent-containing particles of thermosensitive 
polymers according to claim 1 or produced by a process according to claim 25, 
independent claim 44 relates to a process for changing the physical structure of 



thermosensitive polymers involving introducing into a magnetic altemating field, and 
independent claim 45 is directed to the use of thermosensitive polymers containing 
colloids according to claim 1 or produced by a process in a variety of ways according to 
claim 25. Lastly, independent claim 63 refers to a process for the release of active agents 
from active-agent containing particles according to claim 1 or having been produced by a 
process according to claim 25 and independent claim 65 recites the use of 
thermosensitive polymers containing at least one magnetic or metallic colloid according 
to claim 1 or produced by a process according to claim 25. Each of the claims includes 
the single inventive idea of the thermosensitive polymers containing at least one magnetic 
or metallic colloids according to claim 1 or the process for the production of 
thermosensitive polymers according to claim 1, as set forth in claim 25. 

However, the applicant wishes to elect Group n for prosecution on the merits. 
According to the Examiner, claims 25-45 and 48-62 are readable thereon. Prosecution on 
the merits thereof is respectfully requested. 

The Examiner is invited to call the undersigned if there are any remaining issues 
to be discussed which could expedite the prosecution of the present application. 
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